
 
   

 

 

 
 

 

Columbine, Hybrid  
Herbaceous Perennial Flower  

Aquilegia x hybrida  

Ranunculaceae Family  

Similar to the native Canada Columbine, these hybrids have dainty fern-

like foliage and masses of showy, spurred blooms. But hybrid columbines 

come in a wider range of colors, and bear larger, upright flowers, often 

on more compact plants.  
 

 
  

 

Site Characteristics  

Sunlight:  

 full sun  
 part shade  

Provide constant moisture in full sun 
without waterlogging the soil.  

Soil conditions:  

 requires well-drained soil  

Prefers rich, moist but well-drained 
soil.  

Hardiness zones:  

 3 to 8  

 

Plant Traits  

Lifecycle: perennial  

Ease-of-care: easy  

Height: 1.5 to 3 feet  

Spread: 1 to 1.5 feet  

Bloom time:  

 mid-spring  
 late spring  
 early summer  

Flower color:  

 red  
 yellow  
 blue  
 violet  
 white  
 pink  

Varies with variety. 

Foliage color:  

 medium green  
 gray-green  
 blue-green  

Foliage texture: medium 

Special Considerations  

Special characteristics:  

 deer resistant  
 aggressive - Self-seeds if not 

deadheaded.  
 non-invasive  
 not native to North America - 

Product of horticultural 
selection.  

Special uses:  

 cut flowers - Cut when 
flowers just open. Soak in 
warm water for 1 hour, then 
arrange.  

 dried flowers - The dried 
seed pods are attractive in 
arrangments.  

 

http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/homegardening/images/garden/photos_garden/Ranunculaceae/Aquilegia/x_hybrida/whole.jpg


Shape: cushion, mound or clump 

Shape in flower:  

 flower stalks with upright 
spikes  

 flower stalks with flowers 
hanging downward  

Upright blooms borne on erect, 
branching stems. 

 

Growing Information  

How to plant:  

Propagate by seed, division or separation - Grow only from purchased, labelled seed, as 
most hybrids do not come true from home-raised seed.  

Divide carefully in spring. Plants don't like to be disturbed and may take a long time to 
recover.  

Maintenance and care:  
Deadhead to prolong bloom and prevent self-seeding. (Hybrids do not breed true from 
seed.)  

Cut to ground if foliage becomes unsightly or infected by leafminers. New foliage will 
regrow if conditions are favorable.  

Keep soil moist during summer dry spells.  

Plant near other garden plants that will mask plants after blooming has finished.  

Taller varieties may require staking.  

More growing information: How to Grow Perennials 

Pests:  
Leaf miners (More susceptible than Canada columbine.) 
Stem borers 
Caterpillers 
Aphids  
Diseases:  
Powdery mildew 
Rust 
Septoria leaf spot 
Asochyta leaf spot 
Southern blight  

 

 

Varieties  



Biedermeier Group hybrids grow 1 to 1.5 feet with rounded mounds of blue-green foliage 
and short erect flower stems bearing numerous blooms. The flowers are only slightly 
pendulous, and can be shades of white, purple, yellow, pink and blue.  

'Blue Star' grows 2 feet tall with medium-green mounds of foliage and showy, pendulous 
blue blooms on erect, branching stems.  

'Crimson Star' grows 2 feet tall with medium-green mounds of foliage and erect, 
branching flower stems bearing blooms with red sepals and creamy spurred petals.  

'Dragonfly' hybrids grow 2 feet tall with medium-green leaves and large, long-spurred 
blooms in shades of white, pink, purple, yellow and blue.  

'Hensol Harebell' grows 2 to 2.5 feet tall with deeply-cut, medium-green leaves which are 
tinted purple when juvenile. Bears pendulous blue blooms on erect stems.  

'McKana' hybrids grow 2 to 2.5 tall with medium-green foliage and numerous long-spurred 
blooms in shades or red, yellow and blue. Blooms can be bicolor. Strong but short lived 
performers. All America bronze medal winner in the '50s.  

'Mrs. Scott Elliot' hybrids grow 2.5 to 3 feet tall with medium-green leaves and nearly 
upright to pendulous blooms. Often bicolored, red and yellow or blue and white.  

'Music' hybrids grow 1.5 to 2 tall with medium-green leaves and wide variety of flower 
colors.  

'Silver Queen' grows 2.5 tall with medium-green leaves and numerous, pendulous pure 
white blooms.  

'Snow Queen' grows 2.5 feet tall with gray-green or blue-green leaves and numerous, 
pendulous pure white blooms.  

'Songbird' hybrids grow 2 feet tall with medium-green leaves and numerous, large bicolor 
blooms in shades of pink, white blue and red.  
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