
Tools Needed for Building Bird Houses and Feeders 
So you've decided to make a birdhouse or a feeder for your backyard. Where do you begin? 
First, determine the type of house or feeder you want to make and gather the required 
materials. Also make sure you have the proper tools. This page will help you determine if you 
have the tools, nails and screws that you'll need. If you do not have these items at home, a 
trip to your local hardware or home improvement store will be needed.  

Hammer 
Make sure you have a sturdy hammer. One with a claw on the backside is helpful if you need 
to remove any nails.  

Screwdriver 
A screwdriver is usually needed. There are two main types of screwdrivers - a Phillips head 
screwdriver (the end has a small cross) or a standard screwdriver (end is straight.) The type 
needed depends on the type of screw that you will be using. Of course, match the screwdriver 
to the screw or vice versa. You may also use a screw bit of a power drill or an automatic 
screwdriver. Both of these allow you to use less force when screwing in the fastener.  

Drill and Bits 
You will need a drill to making the entrance hole for birdhouses or roosting boxes. You will also 
use a drill to pre-drill holes for nails and screws, making sure the fastener goes in easier as 
well as does not split the wood. The part of the drill that actually makes the hole is called a bit. 
You will need various size bits for making the holes for drainage, ventilation, entrance holes as 
well as for pre-drilling the fastener holes. Wood-boring bits are used for entrance holes for 
houses. Since entrance hole sizes vary depending on the type of bird who will be using the 
house, check the birdhouse directions. 1/8 and 1/4 inch bits are great for making the pre-
fastener holes and for drainage and ventilation.  

Saw 
Circular saws are wonderful for cutting the lengths of wood for feeders and houses. You can 
use a hand saw but you will use a lot more energy and time to cut the wood. You can also 
have a lumberyard or home improvement center cut the wood for you.  

T-square 
T-squares are large rulers used in woodworking. They are used to measure the wood and also 
will assist you in marking the wood so you get straight cuts or line up the screws straight.  

Clamps 
You can use Clamps to hold parts of the bird house together to help in assembly (nail or screw 
together) of the house.  

Screws, Nails, Hinges, Fasteners 
You can use either screws or nails to keep the birdhouse or feeder together. Nails are a bit 
easier to use. Make sure nails are galvanized (keeps them from rusting since the house will be 
outdoors) and make of steel. Finishing nails, ones with small heads, will make your house look 
better when completed but ones with larger heads are easier for beginners.  

If you decide to use screws, your feeder or house should last longer since the screws will hold 
the wood more securely as it ages and weathers. Wood screws have a point at the end to help 
them screw into the wood. Choose screws no longer than about one and half inches long. It is 
helpful to pre-drill a hole then screw in the screws. Make sure the drill bit you use is a tiny bit 
smaller than the screw so the screw holds the wood tightly. Birdhouses and feeders need a 



hinge so that the top or side opens. Of course for feeders, you need to be able to get the seed 
inside the feeder. Houses need a hinged top or side so that you can clean it out as well as 
periodically check on the nestlings. A fastener is used to keep the feeder or house closed. 
There are many types of hinges and fasteners you can use. Some are strictly functional while 
others are decorative as well as useful. Make sure they have no sharp edges. Take a walk 
down your hardware store's fastener aisle and choose ones that suit your needs.  

May you always hear the whisper of wings... 

 


