
Bird Food Mixes 
Peanut Butter Mixtures 
 
Feeder Stick Recipe  
It's been attracting Hairy & Downy Woodpeckers, Red-bellied Woodpeckers along with nuthatches 
and chickadees. Enjoy! (Be sure to label any left over mixture that you refrigerate. My husband and 
daughter thought I had mixed up a batch of peanut butter cookie dough!)  
1cup peanut butter  
1cup lard - any animal fat will do  
1cup flour  
3 cups corn meal  
Mix well. You can add peanut hearts or seed to the mixure. Store unused mixture in a cool place.  
Contributed by Tammy; Western New York 
 
Gaye's Concoction  
The oregon Juncos love it as do the magpies I placed it so the Little birds get a chance first and they 
have been working at it for a long time...loving it too.  
I just take a bunch of Peanut Butter  
About seven cups of popcorn (no salt or butter)  
Blanched peanuts, Craisens, raisins, blueberries  
Egg shells  
Cracked corn  
Black Oil Sunflower Seed  
Mix all together and put in huge mesh bag ...hang in the tree  
Contributed by Gaye; British Columbia 
 
Gourmet Bird Seed Goodies  
2 cups bread crumbs 
1/4 cup Cornmeal 
1/2 cup flour (use whole wheat if possible) 
1/2 cup sugar 
1/2 cup shredded cheese 
1cup unsalted nuts 
4-5 chopped apples 
1cup raisins 
1 8 oz. jar chunky peanut butter 
1cup bird seed 
1 c. suet 
Mix ingredients well. If necessary you can add additional suet or even bacon drippings if it is too 
crumbly. Shape into balls. Freeze. You can place these in an mesh bag (perhaps your oranges or onions 
came in one?) and hang it out for the birds to enjoy.  
Contributed by Nancy Manfeld 
 
Grand Finale  
On a cold winter day, this attracts more attention than all the feeders. I take a large, dense, round loaf 
of bread that's at least day old, slice a cap off the top (crumble up and throw out for the birds), hollow 
out the bread to within 1/2 inch of the crust. Poke 2 holes in the bottom about 4 inches apart, thread a 



piece of rope or twine through the holes. This lets you tie the whole thing down. Fill the cavity with a 
mixture of peanut butter, corn meal, raisins, peanuts and sunflower hearts (more peanut butter than 
anything else) and when it's positively overflowing with the mixture, stand some graham crackers 
upright in it--as many as will fit. I once managed to get a whole box in one loaf. The birds love the 
graham, and also use them to perch on while they nibble at the mixture.  
I have a wire plant stand that I tie this to. The most it has ever lasted at my house is 2 days.  
Contributed by Susan Kirkland; Sugar Land, TX 
 
Log Feeder  
I place fresh peanut butter in the holes three in each side of the log It hangs so the LBB's (little brown 
birds) get first crack at this treat.  
Contributed by Gaye 
British Columbia 
Morning Madness  
3 1/2 cups oatmeal 
1quart water 
1lb suet 
1 (12 oz) jar peanut butter, chunky 
1 c. raisins or nuts 
3 1/2 cups cornmeal 
3 1/2 cups cream of wheat  
Cook oatmeal in water for 2 minutes. Remove and stir in suet and peanut butter until melted. Add 
cornmeal and cream of wheat. Cool until you can handle it. Shape into cakes that will fit in your 
feeder. Keep in your freezer until the birds need another bit of Morning Madness.  
Contributed by Alexie Magdrew 
 
Peanut Butter Fruit Suet  
I mix peanut butter (about a cup), raisins, dehydrated blueberries and cranberries, Bluebird choice suet 
dough (since I bought a bunch and the bluebirds won't eat it), and a smallish amount of cornmeal. If I 
have nuts around the house like almonds, I throw those in too. I have also substituted mashed potatoes 
for the peanut butter and it was a hit. I mix everything together and put it in a log feeder.  
My downies love it but Warning! So do starlings. But if the starlings are at the log feeder, at least they 
are leaving the other feeders open...:)  
Contributed by DM 
 
Pinecone Treat  
4 1/2 cups rendered suet 
1 cup dried and crumbled whole wheat bread 
1/2 cup shelled sunflower seeds  
1/4 cup millet 
1/4 cup raisins or chopped dried apples  
1.Melt suet in a saucepan over low heat. 
2.Mix the rest of the ingredients together in a large bowl. 
3.Allow the suet to cool until slightly thickened, then stir it into the mixture in the bowl. Mix 
thoroughly. 
4. Stuff the mixture in between the "petals" of a pinecone. Hang onto a tree and watch your birds 
devour it! 
Contributed by Peggy Brownell 



 
The Mix  
1 cup suet 
1 cup peanut butter 
3 cups corn meal 
1/2 cup flour (I use whole-wheat)  

1. Melt suet in a saucepan over low heat.  
2. Add peanut butter, stirring until melted and well blended.  
3. Mix the rest of the ingredients together in a large bowl.  
4. Allow the suet-peanut-butter blend to cool until slightly thickened, then stir it into the 
mixture in the bowl. Mix thoroughly.  
5. Pour into muffin tins (about half full) and freeze. You can place these in suet holders.  
6. Or do not freeze and spread it on a tree trunk or onto wire mesh attached to a board. 

This attracts all types of birds, especially mockingbirds in my part of the country.  
Contributed by Roger Harker; Waco, Texas 
 
Woodpecker Goo  
Get a log or piece of untreated wood. Drill holes in it, about 1/2" to 1" in diameter. You can also attach 
a perch if you want. Render the suet as normal but do not strain. Leave the small bits of meat in also, 
cut them up if necessary. Let cool. Push the soft suet in the holes and hang on a feeder pole. (You can 
also use a recipe with peanut butter in it and serve it in this way.)  
Contributed by Mary Goodson; Quebec 
 
Suet 
 
Check the Larder Suet Cakes  
When I make suet cakes, I look and see what I have. Items I've added include cranraisins, currents, 
sesame seeds, grains that I take from my bread baking supplies, bits of the rendered fat. I throw in 
mixed bird seed and add extra oilers. I consider making the cakes a creative act and have loads of fun 
doing it.  
You might check with your butcher. I am often able to get pounds and pounds of animal fat for free 
from a local butcher. I just put it in my black cast iron frying pan and slowly rend the fat. When the fat 
is crisp, I remove it (and, as I said, break some bits of it up and put in the cake.) I then pour the fat into 
my bowl w/ my dry ingredients (corn meal, chunky peanut butter, wheat germ, etc.) I rarely measure 
anything. I can tell when it is a consistency that will hold a firm shape.  
I always make a big batch. To shape, I line small loaf pans w/ plastic wrap (letting it hang over the side 
so I can pull on it for easy removal.) I pack it in the pans and then freeze it until I need it.  
It seems most important to let people know how much fun this can be!  
Contributed by Victoria in Philly 
 
Connie's Suet Pizza  
I use bacon drippings, meat drippings, {just store them in old tin cans and freeze until ready to use!} 
To this I add peanut butter, egg shells (washed), figs or dates or raisins, seeds and apple or other fruit 
pieces all chopped finely. I also add flour, bread crumbs or oatmeal to make it thick. I put it on a 
greased flat cookie sheet, freeze and cut with a pizza cutter. They love it.  
Contributed by Connie; Northern NY 
 



Easy Homemade Pure Suet  
Suet is usually raw beef fat. If the temperature outside is below 70 degrees Fahrenheit, you can place 
the suet into a holder and watch the birds come. Woodpeckers, chickadees, creepers, cardinals, wrens, 
and nuthatches all enjoy this plain suet. If the temperature rises above 70 degrees, then the suet may 
become rancid and melt. Do not use it if this happens; use suet cakes made from rendered suet.  
Rendered suet has been melted down and the meat pieces removed. The fat is cooled and can be frozen 
for later use. If you remelt it and strain it again, it becomes harder and will not melt as easily. (You can 
try lard, which sold in grocery stores if you do not want to make your own.) Rendered suet can be 
placed in suet holders and set out as is but why not go just a few steps further and make some VERY 
easy recipes with it? Be sure to hang it in the shade during the middle of the day (or all day during the 
summer) and keep the suet out of the reach of dogs or they will eat it all!  
Contributed by Jean Williamson-Davis 
 
Feeder Stick Recipe  
It's been attracting Hairy & Downy Woodpeckers, Red-bellied Woodpeckers along with nuthatches 
and chickadees. Enjoy! (Be sure to label any left over mixture that you refrigerate. My husband and 
daughter thought I had mixed up a batch of peanut butter cookie dough!)  
1 cup peanut butter  
1 cup lard - any animal fat will do  
1 cup flour  
3 cups corn meal  
Mix well. You can add peanut hearts or seed to the mixure. Store unused mixture in a cool place.  
Contributed by Tammy; Western New York 
 
Gail's Bird Fruit Salad  
First I took a hunk of "real" beef suet and covered it with peanut butter. Then I sprinkled on some 
sliced almonds, chopped walnuts, chopped pecans, peanut pieces, cranberries, dried apples and 
strawberries, figs, papaya. Then tossed on a handfull of mixed birdseed with whole corn kernals and 
some Black Oil Sunflower Seed.  
Actually, I made two -- one for inside a suet cage and one for on an open pie plate (with drainage holes 
in the bottom) where it can lay flat on a platform feeder.  
Contributed by Gail R.; Upstate, western NY 
 
Hard Suet Tidbit Cakes  
1/2 lb. fresh ground suet  
1/3 cup sunflower seed  
2/3 cup wild bird seed (mix)  
1/8 cup chopped peanuts  
1/4 cup raisins  
Melt suet in a saucepan over low heat. Allow it to cool thoroughly, then reheat it.  
Mix the rest of the ingredients together in a large bowl. Allow the suet to cool until slightly thickened, 
then stir it into the mixture in the bowl. Mix thoroughly. Pour into pie pan or form, or pack into suet 
feeders.  
Contributed by Cali White 
 
 
 



Jenny's Suet  
Here is a recipe that I like because it uses leftovers, is easy to prepare, and doesn't melt so badly here in 
the South:  
1 lb lard (not Crisco or shortning)*  
1/2 - 1 Cup peanut butter  
Approx 1/2 loaf of bread, or equivalent bread products such as donuts, plain cake, buns, rolls etc.  
1/2 Cup flour  
1/2 Cup cornmeal  
1 Cup sugar  
1 finely diced apple, or other fruit ** (raisins, blueberries, etc)  
1/2 Cup pecans (optional  
*beef fat can also be used, of course, but us hard to find in my area. Also the lard doesn't smell up the 
kitchen so badly.  
**I gather wild cherries and elderberries in season, freeze and use in the recipe later.  
Melt the lard and peanut butter over low heat. Mix flour, cornmeal and sugar and stir in. Add enough 
bread crumbs to absorb all liquid. Add fruit and nuts as desired.  
Pour into a 9 x 5" bread pan and keep refrigirated.  
I put out a slice every day; woodpeckers, titmice, nuthatches, chickadees, wrens, warblers and others 
love it.  
I put it in an "upside down" feeder so only clinging birds can get it, otherwise the sparrows and 
mockingbirds would run all others off.  
Contributed by Jenny Lind 
 
NO Melt Suet  
A recipe I use in the summer, does not melt, and the birds seem to love it;  
1 cup crunchy peanut butter 
1 cup suet or lard  
2 cups "quick cook" oats, (I'm sure any will do)  
2 cups cornmeal 
1 cup white flour  

1. Melt lard & peanut butter.  
2. Stir in other ingredients. If it seems runny, add more flour.  
3. Fill small plastic margarine containers about 1/2 full, then freeze.  
4. Remove from container; wrap, keep in freezer.(Or use any method you like!) 

This suet is nice when weather is warmer.  
Contributed by Carl C. 
 
Peanut Butter Fruit Suet  
I mix peanut butter(about a cup), raisins, dehydrated blueberries and cranberries, Bluebird choice suet 
dough (since I bought a bunch and the bluebirds won't eat it), and a smallish amount of cornmeal. If I 
have nuts around the house like almonds, I throw those in too. I have also substituted mashed potatoes 
for the peanut butter and it was a hit. I mix everything together and put it in a log feeder.  
My downies love it but Warning! So do starlings. But if the starlings are at the log feeder, at least they 
are leaving the other feeders open...:)  
Contributed by DM 
 
 
 



Wilson's Suet  
1 cup crunchy peanut butter  
1 cup lard  
2 cups quick cooking oats  
2 cups cornmeal-1 1/2 cups bird seed  
1 cup all purpose flour  
1/3 cup sugar  
Melt in pan peanut butter and lard. Stir in all remaining ingredients. Pour into molds for size of your 
feeder. About 1 1/2 to 2 inches thick. I just pour into square pan and cut to fit. Store extra in freezer.  
Contributed by Wilson 
 
Seed 
 
Gaye's Concoction  
The oregon Juncos love it as do the magpies I placed it so the Little birds get a chance first and they 
have been working at it for a long time...loving it too.  
I just take a bunch of Peanut Butter  
About seven cups of popcorn (no salt or butter)  
Blanched peanuts, Craisens, raisins, blueberries  
Egg shells  
Cracked corn  
Black Oil Sunflower Seed  
Mix all together and put in huge mesh bag ...hang in the tree  
Contributed by Gaye; British Columbia 
 
Gourmet Bird Seed Goodies  
2 cups bread crumbs 
1/4 cup Cornmeal 
1/2 cup flour (use whole wheat if possible) 
1/2 cup sugar 
1/2 cup shredded cheese 
1 cup unsalted nuts 
4-5 chopped apples 
1 cup raisins 
1 8 oz. jar chunky peanut butter 
1 cup bird seed 
1 c. suet 
Mix ingredients well. If necessary you can add additional suet or even bacon drippings if it is too 
crumbly. Shape into balls. Freeze. You can place these in an mesh bag (perhaps your oranges or onions 
came in one?) and hang it out for the birds to enjoy.  
Contributed by Nancy Manfeld 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Seed Cornbread 
Get a package of cornbread mix. 
Prepare it as directed on the package except add an extra egg (egg shells crumbled into the mixture 
also.) 
Add 1 c. bird seed.  
If the mixture is too dry, add a little more water.  
Bake as directed on package. Cool.  
Cut into serving size pieces. Freeze in small freezer bags until needed. Defrost and crumble into pieces 
onto a platform feeder and watch your birds devour it!  
Contributed by Aaron T 
 
Nectar 
 
Hummingbird Nectar  
Here is my recipe for homemade hummer nectar:  
Do not use honey nor red dye!  
Use a ratio of 4 parts boiling water to 1 part sugar. Cool before filling your feeder. Store any unused 
syrup in the refrigerator for up to 3 days.  
Always clean your feeder thoroughly before adding fresh nectar.  
 
Breads and Cereals 
 
Grand Finale  
On a cold winter day, this attracts more attention than all the feeders. I take a large, dense, round loaf 
of bread that's at least day old, slice a cap off the top (crumble up and throw out for the birds), hollow 
out the bread to within 1/2 inch of the crust. Poke 2 holes in the bottom about 4 inches apart, thread a 
piece of rope or twine through the holes. This lets you tie the whole thing down. Fill the cavity with a 
mixture of peanut butter, corn meal, raisins, peanuts and sunflower hearts (more peanut butter than 
anything else) and when it's positively overflowing with the mixture, stand some graham crackers 
upright in it--as many as will fit. I once managed to get a whole box in one loaf. The birds love the 
graham, and also use them to perch on while they nibble at the mixture.  
I have a wire plant stand that I tie this to. The most it has ever lasted at my house is 2 days.  
Contributed by Susan Kirkland; Sugar Land, TX 
 
Morning Madness  
3 1/2 cups oatmeal 
1 quart water 
1 lb suet 
1 (12 oz) jar peanut butter, chunky 
1 c. raisins or nuts 
3 1/2 cups cornmeal 
3 1/2 cups cream of wheat  
Cook oatmeal in water for 2 minutes. Remove and stir in suet and peanut butter until melted. Add 
cornmeal and cream of wheat. Cool until you can handle it. Shape into cakes that will fit in your 
feeder. Keep in your freezer until the birds need another bit of Morning Madness.  
Contributed by Alexie Magdrew 
 



Seed Cornbread 
Get a package of cornbread mix. 
Prepare it as directed on the package except add an extra egg (egg shells crumbled into the mixture 
also.) 
Add 1 c. bird seed.  
If the mixture is too dry, add a little more water.  
Bake as directed on package. Cool.  
Cut into serving size pieces. Freeze in small freezer bags until needed. Defrost and crumble into pieces 
onto a platform feeder and watch your birds devour it!  
Contributed by Aaron T. 
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