
Bird Feeder Placement 

Place your feeder in a quiet area where it is easy to see and convenient to refill. To attract a variety of 
birds, the feeder should be close to natural cover (shelter) such as trees or shrubs, which offer refuge to 
birds as they wait their turn to feed. Evergreens are ideal, as they provide thick foliage that hides birds 
from predators and buffers winter winds. If the seed in the feeder is blowing out or getting wet, your birds 
are probably getting the same treatment. Try moving the feeder to a calmer, more sheltered spot. 

Be careful not to place feeders too close to cover, however, as nearby branches can provide good jump-
off points for squirrels that may be eyeing the seeds and for cats that may be eyeing the birds. A distance 
of about 10 feet seems to be a good compromise, but try experimenting. You can provide resting and 
escape cover for ground-dwelling birds, such as Song Sparrows, by placing loosely stacked brush piles 
near your feeders. 

If no birds visit your feeder within a few days of setting it up, try sprinkling seeds on the ground nearby to 
make the feeder more obvious.  

birds.cornell.edu 

 

Bird Feeder Placement 

It's best to put your feeder in a quiet, yet convenient area that has year-round easy access. When the 
weather is bad, you may be reluctant to refill the feeder. Remember that this is probably when the birds 
need you the most!  
 
It is very good to place your feeder near natural cover such as trees or shrubs. By providing nearby 
shelter, you offer a place where the birds can hide from predators while waiting for their turn to feed. 
Evergreens are particularly good because they provide excellent cover year-round. Although nearby 
shelter is good, don't put your feeder too close to a nearby tree. Cats will try to use trees and other 
obstacles as jump-off points to catch your birds. Squirrels will also use them to try to get to a feeder. It 
is best to keep the feeder about 4 yards from any tree or obstacle.  
 
You also need to consider the "mess" factor. Expect feathers, seed shells, and droppings and select a 
location where clean-up will not be an issue.  
 
If you have squirrels in your neighborhood, expect unwanted visitors. Squirrels especially love 
sunflower seeds and peanuts. You should invest in a squirrel proof feeder. These will generally come 
with either a squirrel baffle or a wire mesh around the feeder.  
 
Be sure to clean your seed feeders atleast once every two weeks to prevent spoilage and disease. Often 
seed can become moldy, and diseases such as salmonella can grow in moldy, wet seed. If you have a 
hummingbird feeder, be sure to clean it atleast once per week.  
 
Happy bird feeding!  
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